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15.2 Dynamics of a
particle in circular
motion

Preparatory Problems

15.2.1 Force on a person standing on
the equator. Find the magnitude of the
total force acting on a 150 lbm person
standing on the equator. The total force
is the gravity force plus the force of the
ground on the person (note that these
two do not exactly cancel). Neglect the
motion of the earth around the sun and
of the sun around the solar system, etc.
The radius of the earth is 3963mi. Give
your solution in both pounds ( lbf ) and
Newtons (N). <

15.2.2 Consider a massm in circular mo-
tion. Let

³ Ç

F =
³

Fr �er +
³

F� �e�. Us-

ing
³ Ç

F = mÇ

a, express
³

Fr and
³

F�

in terms of some or all of �; ��; ��; , r, and
m.

15.2.3 Using
³ Ç

F = mÇ

a, �nd the ex-
pressions for

³
Fx and

³
Fy in terms of

��; ��; r, and �. [Hint �er = cos ��{ + sin � �|
and �e

�
= *sin ��{ + cos � �|].

15.2.4 A bead of mass m goes around a
circular path of radius R in the xy-plane

with angular acceleration �� = ct3. The
bead starts from rest at � = 0.

a) What is the angularmomentumof
the bead about the origin at t = t1?

b) What is the rate of change of an-
gular momentum about the origin
at t = t1?

c) What is the kinetic energy of the
bead at t = t1?

d) Does the kinetic energy increase,
decrease, or remain constant with
time? Why?

15.2.5 A 200 gm particle goes in circles
about a �xed center at a constant speed
v = 1:5m_s. It takes 7:5 s to go around
the circle once.

a) Find the angular speed of the par-
ticle.

b) Find the magnitude of accelera-
tion of the particle.

c) Take center of the circle to be the
origin of a xy-coordinate system.
Find the net force on the particle
when it is at � = 30

ý

from the x-
axis.

15.2.6 A race car cruises on a circular
track at a constant speed of 120mph. It
goes around the track once in three min-
utes. Find the magnitude of the cen-
tripetal force on the car. What applies
this force on the car? Does the driver
have any control over this force?

15.2.7 A particle moves on a counter-
clockwise, origin-centered circular path
in the xy-plane at a constant rate. The
radius of the circle is r, the mass of the
particle is m, and the particle completes
one revolution in time �.

a) Neatly draw the following things:

1. The path of the particle.

2. A dot on the path when the
particle is at � = 0ý, 90ý,
and 210ý, where � is mea-
sured from the x-axis (posi-
tive counter-clockwise).

3. Arrows representing �e
R
, �e

�
,

Ç

v, and Ç

a at each of these
points.

b) Calculate all of the quantities in
part (3) above at the points de�ned
in part (2), (represent vector quan-
tities in terms of the cartesian base
vectors �{ and �|). <

c) If this motion was imposed by the
tension in a string, what would
that tension be? <

d) Is radial tension enough to main-
tain thismotion or is another force
needed to keep the motion going
(assuming no friction) ? <

e) Again, if this motion was imposed
by the tension in a string, what is
Fx , the x component of the force
in the string, when � = 210ý? Ig-
nore gravity.

15.2.8 The velocity and acceleration of
a 1 kg particle, undergoing constant rate
circular motion, are known at some in-
stant t:

Ç

v = *10m_s.�{+ �|/; Ç

a = 2m_s2.�{* �|/:

a) Write the position of the particle at
time t using �e

R
and �e

�
base vectors.

b) Find the net force on the particle
at time t.

c) At some later time t<, the net force
on the particle is in the * �| direc-
tion. Find the elapsed time t * t<.

d) After how much time does the
force on the particle reverse its di-
rection.

15.2.9 A particle of mass 3 kg moves in
the xy-plane so that its position is given
by

Ç

r.t/ = 4m 4cos 02�t
s
1 �{ + sin 02�t

s
1 �|5

with respect to point O, the origin of a
�xed cartesian coordinate system.

a) What is the path of the particle?
Show how you know what the
path is.

b) What is the angular velocity of the
particle? Is it constant? Showhow
you know if it is constant or not.

c) What is the velocity of the particle
in polar coordinates?

d) What is the speed of the particle at
t = 3 s?

e) What net force does it exert on its
surroundings at t = 0 s? Assume
the x and y axes are �xed.

f) What is the angularmomentumof
the particle at t = 3 s about point
O?

15.2.10 A comparisonof constant and
nonconstant rate circularmotion. A
100 gm mass is going in circles of radius

R = 20 cm at a constant rate �� = 3 rad_s.
Another identical mass is going in circles
of the same radius but at a non-constant
rate. The second mass is accelerating at
�� = 2 rad_s2 and at position A, it hap-
pens to have the same angular speed as
the �rst mass.

a) Find and draw the accelerations of
the twomasses (call them I and II)
at position A.

b) Find �ÇH
_O

for both masses at posi-

tion A. <
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c) Find
Ç

H
_O

for both masses at posi-

tions A and B. Do the changes in
Ç

H
_O

between the two positions re-

�ect (qualitatively) the results ob-
tained in (b)? <

d) If the masses are pinned to the
center O by massless rigid rods, is
tension in the rods enough to keep
the two motions going? Explain.

x

y

45o
R

(I)

A

B

O

θ̈ = 0

x

y

45o
R

(II)

A

B

O

θ̈ = 2 rad/s2

Problem 15.2.10

More-Involved
Problems

15.2.11 A small mass m is connected to
one end of a spring. The other end of the
spring is �xed to the center of a circular
track. The radius of the track isR, the un-
stretched length of the spring is l0 (with
l0 < R), and the spring constant is k.

a) With what speed should the mass
be launched in the track so that it
keeps going at a constant speed?

b) If the spring is replaced by another
spring of same relaxed length but
twice the sti�ness, what will be
the new required launch speed of
the particle?

15.2.12 A bead of mass m is attached to
a spring of sti�ness k. The bead slides
without friction in the tube shown. The

tube is driven at a constant angular rate
��0 about axis AA¨ by a motor (not pic-
tured). There is no gravity. The un-
stretched spring length is r0. Find the ra-
dial position r of the bead if it is station-
ary with respect to the rotating tube. <

A

A'

r
0

ω0
m

Problem 15.2.12

15.2.13 Aparticle ofmassm is restrained
by a string tomove with a constant angu-
lar speed ! around a circle of radius R on
a horizontal frictionless table. If the ra-
dius of the circle is reduced slowly to r,
by pulling the string with a slowly vary-
ing force F through a hole in the table,
what will the particle's angular velocity
be in the �nal circular motion? Is kinetic
energy changed in moving from circular
motion at R to circular motion at r? Why
or why not?

F

r

m

Problem 15.2.13

15.2.14 An `L' shaped rigid, massless,
and frictionless bar is made up of two
uniform segments of length l = 0:4m
each. A collar of mass m = 0:5 kg, at-
tached to a spring at one end, slides fric-
tionlessly on one of the arms of the `L'.
The spring is �xed to the elbow of the `L'
and has a spring constant k = 6N_m.
The structure rotates clockwise at a con-
stant rate ! = 2 rad_s. If the collar is

steady at a distance
3

4
l = 0:3m away

from the elbow of the `L', �nd the relaxed
length of the spring, l0. Neglect gravity.
<

.

motor

3/4

x

y

m

O

k

�

�

�

ı̂

ĵ

ω

Problem 15.2.14: Forces in constant
rate circular motion.

15.2.15 Amassless rigid rod with length
l attached to a ball of massM spins at a
constant angular rate ! which is main-
tained by a motor (not shown) at the
hinge point. The rod can only withstand
a tension of Tcr before breaking. Find
the maximum angular speed of the ball
so that the rod does not break assuming

a) there is no gravity, and

b) there is gravity (neglect bending
stresses).

M

ω

x

y

�

Problem 15.2.15

15.2.16 A 1m long massless string has
a particle of 10 grams mass at one end
and is tied to a stationary point O at
the other end. The particle rotates
counter-clockwise in circles on a friction-
less horizontal plane. The rotation rate
is 2� rev_sec. Assume an xy-coordinate
system in the plane with its origin at O.

a) Make a clear sketch of the system.

b) What is the tension in the string
(in Newtons)? <

c) What is the angularmomentumof
the mass about O? <

d) When the string makes a 45ý an-
gle with the positive x and y axis
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on the plane, the string is quickly
and cleanly cut. What is the posi-
tion of the mass 1 sec later? Make
a sketch of the particle's trajectory.
<

15.2.17 A ball of mass M �xed to an in-
extensible rod of length l and negligible
mass rotates about a frictionless hinge
as shown in the �gure. A motor (not
shown) at the hinge point accelerates the
mass-rod system from rest by applying a
constant torque MO. The rod is initially
lined upwith the positive x-axis. The rod
can onlywithstand a tension ofTcr before
breaking. Atwhat timewill the rod break
and after howmany revolutions? Neglect
bending stresses.

a) Neglect gravity.

b) Include gravity.

M
γ

ω

x

y

�

Problem 15.2.17

15.2.18 A particle of massm, tied to one
end of a rod whose other end is �xed at
point O to a motor, moves in a circular
path in the vertical plane at a constant
rate. Gravity acts in the * �| direction.

a) Find the di�erence between the
maximum and minimum tension
in the rod. <

b) Find the ratio
�T

T
max

where �T =

Tmax * Tmin. A criterion for ignor-
ing gravity might be if the varia-
tion in tension is less than 2~ of
the maximum tension; i.e., when
�T

T
max

< 0:02. For a given length r

of the rod, �nd the rotation rate !
for which this condition is met. <.

c) For ! = 300 rpm, what would be
the length of the rod for the condi-
tion in part (b) to be satis�ed? <.

r

m

O

ı̂

ĵ

g

Problem 15.2.18

15.2.19 A massless rigid bar of length L
is hinged at the bottom. A force F is ap-
plied at point A at the end of the bar. A
mass m is glued to the bar at point B, a
distance d from the hinge. There is no
gravity. What is the acceleration of point
A at the instant shown? Assume the an-
gular velocity is initially zero.

FA

B

d

�

x

y

Problem 15.2.19

15.2.20 The mass m is attached rigidly
to the rotating disk by the light rod AB of
length l. Neglect gravity. Find MA (the
moment on the rod AB from its support

point at A) in terms of �� and ��. What is

the sign ofMA if �� = 0 and �� > 0? What

is the sign if �� = 0 and �� > 0?

m

O

A

B

θ(t)

�

R

Problem 15.2.20

Pendulum problems

15.2.21 Simple pendulum, compre-
hensive version. This problem covers
many aspects of a simple pendulum. A
point massM hangs on a massless string
or rod of length L. The gravitational
force is Mg. The pendulum is in a ver-
tical plane. At any time t, the angle
between the straight down line and the
pendulum, measured counter clockwise,
is �.t/. Neglect air friction. When num-
bers are called for useM = 1kg, L = 1m
and g = 10m_s2.

a) Find the equations of motion.
That is, assume that you know

both � and ��, �nd ��. There are sev-
eralways to do this problem.< Find
the equations using

1. Linear momentum balance

2. Angular momentum
balance

3. Conservation of energy

b) Tension. Assuming that you

know � and ��, �nd the tension T
in the string.

c) Reaction components. Assum-

ing you know � and ��, �nd the x
and y components of the force that
the hinge support causes on the
pendulum. Clearly de�ne the di-
rections of positive x and y with a
sketch.

d) Reduction to �rst order equa-
tions. The equation that you
found in (a) is a nonlinear second
order ordinary di�erential equa-
tion. It can be changed to a pair
of �rst order equations by de�ning

a new variable ! �
��. Write the

equation from (a) as a pair of �rst
order equations. <

e) Numerical solution. Given the
initial conditions �.t = 0/ = �_2

and !.t = 0/ = ��.t = 0/ =
0. Using numerical integration,

�nd: �.t/; ��.t/ � T.t/. Make a sin-
gle plot, or three vertically aligned
plots, of these variables for one full
oscillation of the pendulum.

f) Maximum tension. Using your
numer-
ical solutions, �nd the maximum
value of the tension in the rod as
the mass swings. <

g) Plot the x and y reaction compo-
nents as a function of time.

h) Period of oscillation. How long
does it take to make one oscilla-
tion?

i) Other observations. Some ques-
tions:

1. Does the solution to (f) de-
pend on the length of the
string?

2. Is the solution to (f) exactly
30 or just a number near 30?
If it is exact can you �nd the
result analytically?

3. Is the period found in (h)
longer or shorter than the
period found by solving the
linear equa-

tion �� + .g_l/� = 0, based
on the (inappropriate-to-use
in this case) small angle ap-
proximation sin � = �? Ex-
plain intuitively why you ex-
pect the period to be longer
or shorter?
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15.2.22 Tension in a simple pendu-
lum string. A simple pendulum of
length 2m with mass 3 kg is released
from rest at an initial angle of 60ý from
the vertically down position.

a) What is the tension in the string
just after the pendulum is re-
leased?

b) What is the tension in the string
when the pendulum has reached
30ý from the vertical?

15.2.23 Cartesian coordinates Find the
nonlinear governing di�erential equa-
tion for a simple pendulum

�� = *
g

l
sin �

using linear momentum in Cartesian co-
ordinates andwithout using the polar co-
ordinate formulas for velocity and accel-
eration. Of course you can use that x =
l cos � and y = l sin � for x pointing
down.

θ �

Problem 15.2.23

15.2.24 Tension in a rope-swing rope.
Model a swinging person as a pointmass.
The swing starts from rest at an angle
� = 90ý. When the rope passes through
vertical the tension in the rope is higher
(it is hard to hang on). A person wants
to know ahead of time if she is strong
enough to hold on. How hard does she
have to hang on compared, say, to her
own weight? You are to �nd the solution
two ways. Use the same m, g, and L for
both solutions.

a) Find �� as a function of g; L; �, and
m. This equation is the governing
di�erential equation. Write it as
a system of �rst order equations.
Solve them numerically. Once

you know �� at the time the rope
is vertical you can use other me-
chanics relations to �nd the ten-
sion. If you like, you can plot the
tension as a function of time as the
mass falls.

b) Use conservation of energy to �nd
�� at � = 0. Then use other me-
chanics relations to �nd the ten-
sion. <

m

A

B

θ L

Problem 15.2.24

15.2.25 Pendulum. A pendulumwith a
negligible-mass rod and point mass m is
released from rest at the horizontal posi-
tion � = �_2.

a) Find the acceleration (a vector) of
the mass just after it is released
at � = �_2 in terms of l; m; g
and any base vectors you de�ne
clearly.

b) Find the acceleration (a vector)
of the mass when the pendulum
passes through the vertical at � =
0 in terms of l; m; g and any base
vectors you de�ne clearly

c) Find the string tension when the
pendulum passes through the ver-
tical at � = 0 (in terms of
l; m and g).

x

y

θ

�

m

g

Problem 15.2.25

15.2.26 Write a computer program to
solve the nonlinear pendulum equation,
�� = *

g

l
sin �, over a given time inter-

val (0, t), and initial conditions �.0/, and
��.0/. The output should be a vector of
time instants, ti , in the given time inter-

val and the corresponding �i and
��i .

Now use your computer program to
�nd the solution of

�� = *sin �; �.0/ = �_4; ��.0/ = 0:

Compare the solution obtained with the
analytical solution of the corresponding

simple pendulum equation, �� = *� with
the same initial conditions. In particular,

a) Find the di�erence in the time pe-
riod of oscillations of the two sys-
tems.

b) Plot �� obtained from the two so-
lutions against time and comment
on the di�erences.

c) Plot �� against � from the two
solutions on the same plot and
compare the two phase portraits.
Comment on the di�erences.

15.2.27 Solve the nonlinear pendulum
equation numerically taking 20 di�erent
initial angular positions between � = 0
and � = �, each time releasing the pen-
dulum gently from rest. Find the time
period of oscillation, T, from each solu-
tion and plot it against the amplitude of
motion, i.e., �.0/.

a) How does the period of oscillation
depend on the amplitude for small
amplitudes?

b) What is the limiting value of the
time period for large amplitudes,
i.e., �.0/� �?

c) How does T depend on the ampli-
tude over the entire range?

15.2.28 A pendulum of mass m and
length l is released from rest at �.0/ =
60ý. It executes oscillatory motion. If
the pendulum were to be released from
two di�erent positions, �.0/ = 45ý and
�.0/ = 0ý, with some corresponding ini-
tial angular speed such that the ensu-
ing motion were exactly the same as that

with �.0/ = 60ý and ��.0/ = 0, �nd the
required initial angular speeds.

a) First, �nd the corresponding ��.0/
without any computer simulation.

b) Verify your answer by plotting
computer generated solutions for
the three di�erent initial condi-
tions.

c) What is the general relationship

between �.0/ and ��.0/ that pro-
duces a prede�ned motion gener-
ated by, say, a given set of �.0/ =

�0 and
��.0/ = ��0.
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15.2.29Use a computer program to solve

the nonlinear pendulum equation, �� +
�2 sin � = 0, where �2 = 1:56_ s2,
with the following 11 initial conditions:

[�.0/; ��.0/] = [1; 0], [2, 0], [3, 0], [4, -
1], [-4, 1], [4, -1.02], [-4, 1.02], [4, -1.1],
[-4, 1.1], [4, 1.4], and [-4, 1.4], where � is

in radians and �� in rad_s. Obtain each
solution over the time interval t = 0 to
t = 20 s.

a) Plot all solutions in the phase

space (i.e., � vs ��) in a single graph.

b) What does the extension of the
plot beyond � = ,� mean?

c) Which initial conditions give solu-
tions outside the separatrix? What
do these solutions mean? Are
these solutions periodic?

d) If you added a little bit of viscous
damping to the pendulummotion,
can you guess what will happen
to the solutions inside the separa-
trix? [Hint: think about energy as-
sociated with these solutions.]

More circular motion
problems

15.2.30 Bead on a hoop with friction.
A bead slides on a rigid, stationary, cir-
cular wire. The coe�cient of friction be-
tween the bead and the wire is �. The
bead is loose on the wire (not a tight �t
but not so loose that you have to worry
about rattling). Assume gravity is negli-
gible.

a) Given v,m, R, & �; what is �v? <

b) If v.� = 0/ = v0, how does v de-
pend on �, �, v0 andm? <

O

R

m

θ

x

y

v

Problem 15.2.30

15.2.31 Particle in a chute. One of
a million non-interacting rice grains is

sliding in a circular chute with radius R.
Itsmass ism and it slides with coe�cient
of friction � (Actually it slides, rolls and
tumbles � � is just the e�ective coe�-
cient of friction from all of these interac-
tions.) Gravity g acts downwards.

a) Find a di�erential equation that
is satis�ed by � that governs the
speed of the rice as it slides down
the hoop. Parameters in this equa-
tion can be m, g, R and � [Hint:
Draw FBD, write eqs of mechan-
ics, express as ODE.]

b) Find the particle speed at the bot-
tom of the chute if R = 0:5m,
m = 0:1 grams, g = 10m_s2, and
� = 0:2 as well as the initial val-
ues of �0 = 0 and its initial down-
ward speed is v0 = 10m_s. [Hint:
you are probably best o� using a
numerical solution.]

R
θ

µ

m g

Problem 15.2.31

15.2.32 Due to a push which happened
in the past, the collar withmassm is slid-
ing up at speed v0 on the circular ring
when it passes through the point A. The
ring is frictionless. A spring of constant k
and unstretched length R is also pulling
on the collar.

a) What is the acceleration of the col-
lar atA. Solve in terms of R, v0,m,
k, g and any base vectors you de-
�ne.

b) What is the force on the collar
from the ring when it passes point
A? Solve in terms of R, v0, m, k, g
and any base vectors you de�ne.

R

A

collar

g

Problem 15.2.32

15.2.33 A toy used to shoot pellets is
made out of a thin tube which has a
spring of spring constant k on one end.
The spring is placed in a straight section
of length l; it is unstretched when its
length is l. The straight part is attached
to a (quarter) circular tube of radius R,
which points up in the air.

a) A pellet of massm is placed in the
device and the spring is pulled to
the left by an amount �l. Ignor-
ing friction along the travel path,
what is the pellet's velocity Çv as it
leaves the tube? <

b) What force acts on the pellet just
prior to its departure from the
tube? What about just after? <

Rk

Problem 15.2.33

15.2.34 A block with mass m is moving
to the right at speed v0 when it reaches a
circular frictionless portion of the ramp.

a) What is the speed of the block
when it reaches point B? Solve in
terms of R, v0,m and g.

b) What is the force on the block
from the ramp just after it gets
onto the ramp at point A? Solve in
terms of R, v0, m and g. Remem-
ber, force is a vector.
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R

A

B

g

v0

Problem 15.2.34

15.2.35 A car moves with speed v along
the surface of the hill shown which can
be approximated as a circle of radius R.
The car starts at a point on the hill at
point O. Compute the magnitude of the
speed v such that the car just leaves the
ground at the top of the hill.

R

O
g

Problem 15.2.35
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